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Welcome back!  Thank you for taking the time to 
enjoy our newsletter. I tried to incorporate some 
truly inspiring and interesting articles, fun puzzles 
and a few helpful ideas into this edition. I hope 
you enjoy it as much as I did creating it!  :) 
R.L.Ryan 

 

The MPO consists of federal, state and local 
agencies working together to avoid conflicting 
plans, duplicated projects or funding conflicts 
between transportation priorities in the metro-
politan planning area. The MPO’s role is to de-
velop and maintain the necessary transporta-
tion plans for the area to ensure that federal 
funds support locally developed plans and that 
the projects are part of a credible planning pro-
cess that meets the local priorities.  The MPO 
works with various agencies in the development 
of transportation plans, transit plans, travel de-
mand model, thoroughfare plans, bicycle/
pedestrian plans, and many other plans.   

The Role of the Abilene Metropolitan Planning Organization 
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We have some exciting news to share! The Abilene Metropolitan 
Planning Organization is requesting a boundary expansion. The first 
since 2006. We compiled the data, worked hand-in-hand with 
AECOM, TTI, TxDOT, the Expansion Committee, MPO Technical 
Advisory Committee, MPO Policy Board and our surrounding af-
fected communities (Buffalo Gap, Clyde, Hawley, Lawn, Merkel 
and Tuscola).  We have submitted it to TxDOT who will send it on 
to Governor Abbott. Fingers and toes crossed in hopes of welcoming 
the new areas and their representatives!  



 

Please join me in Welcoming  
 

Ms. PJ Sumner 
  

Environmental Program Coordinator for the West Central Texas  
Council of Governments (WCTCOG) 

PJ is an esteemed member of the Technical Advisory Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PJ graduated from Wylie High School before continuing her education at the  
Hendricks School of Nursing in Abilene, Texas. 
 
At Hendricks School of Nursing, she worked as an LVN at the Abilene State 
School for over 4 years before moving to the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex.  
PJ spread her wings and  began a successful new career in business admin-
istration working in commercial servicing.  
 
In 2015, PJ retired from Prudential as the Facilities Manager and moved back 
to Abilene to take care of her elderly parents. 
 
A few years later in 2017, PJ joined the WCTCOG team and has been there 
ever since. Along with being the Environmental Program Coordinator, PJ 
works in the Economic Development Department.  
 
In her spare time, PJ enjoys fishing, golfing, and spending time with her fam-
ily. She loves the Texas Rangers, and she still remains the Disco Queen of  
Abilene. 



Tractor trailers, also known as semi-trucks, semi-trailer trucks and 18-wheelers, are respon-
sible for transporting over 70 percent of the goods and commodities in the United States. 
Tractor trailers are typically an 18 wheeled truck that includes the truck (the tractor) and the 
trailer. The tractor trailer has changed a lot since it’s conception and we have laid out some 
of that history below! 
 
The First Tractor-Trailer: Alexander Winton, in Cleveland Ohio, invented the tractor 
trailer in 1898 and sold his first manufactured tractor trailer in 1899. The Winton Motor 
Carriage Company of Cleveland manufactured and sold their first 22 cars in 1898 and these 
cars needed to be delivered to their buyers, and this caused him to invent the concept of the 
tractor trailer to help with the delivery of his vehicles to avoid the miles of wear and tear re-
quired to drive them to his customers. 

 
The first semi-truck, which Winton called an Automobile Haul-
er, used a modified short-wheeled touring automobile (the trac-
tor) with a cart (the trailer) attached to the back of it. The plat-
form sat on top the engine portion and rested on a pair of wheels 
on the other end. Most cars and trucks have engines in the front, 
but this car had its engine in the back. The platform on this trac-
tor trailer could only hold one vehicle. Winton did not pursue 

the design of his first semi-truck, but others continued to expand on the concept. 
 
Expanding On The Concept: August Charles Fruehauf, a De-
troit blacksmith, built a carriage for someone who wanted to 
transport his boat in 1914 and he officially called the carriage a 
semi-trailer. It was a big success, and he went on to develop the 
carriage for many other uses, like hauling lumber. In 1918 he in-
corporated the Fruehauf Trailer Company, which is still a leading 
maker of semi-trailers today.  

 
John C. Endebrock had experience building horse carriages and used 
his knowledge to develop what he call the “Trailmobile”. It was an 
iron chassis that was mounted on wheels and springs that could be 
trailed behind a Ford Model T. It was designed so that it would be 
possible for a single person to hook the trailer to the car, earlier trail-
ers needed three people to hook up chassis to the car.  
 

In the 1930’s, George Cassens was responsible for taking the 
vehicle hauling business to the next big step in it’s evolution. 
Cassens attempted to ship the new cars directly to the buyers 
and realized the shipment cost were extremely high for the car 
manufactures. Cassens saw an opportunity and offered to haul 
the cars from the manufacturing site to the car owners with his 
four-car auto trailer that was pulled with a two-ton Dodge truck.  
 

The History Of The Tractor Trailer 
Courtesy of:  Witte Bros., Exchange Inc. 



   The History Of The Tractor Trailer  (continued)                                                                             

 Courtesy of:  Witte Bros., Exchange Inc. 
 

Mack   Mack Trucks were one of the first innovators of 
heavy-duty commercial vehicles. Mack was founded in 
1900 and developed and manufactured its own engines that 
made use of an automatic starter, which made the hand-
crank obsolete. From 1929 to 1944, Mack produced 2,601 
semi or full truck trailers and became known for building 
tough and durable trucks. 

 

Peterbilt:    
 

The logging industry had an impact on the popularity of 
the semi-truck. Peterbilt, a truck company, started selling 
its semi-trucks in 1939 and were used exclusively to haul 
logs from the forest to the lumber mills. T.A. Peterman, 
founder of Peterbilt, refurbished army trucks and 
equipped them with trailers specifically to haul logs.  

Freightliner:  
 
Freightliner was founded in 1929 under the name Freightways Manufacturing as a 
company division to Consolidated Freightways to produce semi-trucks for company 
use. Freightways Manufacturing used Fageol trucks as a starting point for the design, 
putting the cab, the area inside the truck where the driver is seated, above the front 
axel of the trailer. The new truck being shorter in length allowed for the use of longer 
trailer. And in 1942 Freightways Manufacturing was renamed to Freightliner Corpo-
ration and as a part of their relaunch they released the first truck with an all-
aluminum cab. 
Over the past 100 years, the two wheeled semi-trailer that Winton invented to haul a 
single car has turned into the eighteen wheeled tractor trailer with three axels that we 
know today. Tractor trailers now transport 10.23 billion tons of freight in the United 
States, which is about 72.5% of the nation’s freight. All of this is possible due to 
theevolution of Winton’s two wheeled semi-trailer. 

Sources/Pictures courtesy of: 
Witte Bros., Exchange Inc. 
 
https://www.wittebros.com/2022/04/05/the-
history-of-the-tractor-trailer/ 
https://freightliner.com/why-freightliner/a-
tradition-of-innovation/background-a-
tradition-of-innovation/ 
https://www.peterbilt.com/about/heritage 
https://medium.com/@abornandco/the-
history-of-the-semi-truck-6b6c022e7f91 
https://www.gwtrans.com/the-history-of-
semi-trailer-trucks 



FUN & GAMES 

 

Courtesy of: persialou.com 



USEFUL  INFORMATION 

Prepare your Car for Summer Travel 
Courtesy of: https:// www.aaa.com 
 
1. Check tires and tire pressure 
2. Listen to and feel the brakes 
3. Secure and test the battery 
4. Top off Engine Oil and other fluids 
5. Replace Wiper Blades & Windshield Cleaner 
6. Check Belts and Hoses 
7. Keep the AC running Cool 
8. Replenish Emergency Kit Supplies 
9. Plan ahead for Vehicle Service 

 

(Approximately 8 - 10 minutes) 

Texas - Summer is HERE 
Get these out of your Car! 
 
1. Fuel and containers for fuel 
2. Ammunition 
3. Soda Pop & Beer  (yes. it can explode) 
4. Spray cans, paint, bug spray, any pressur-

ized can 
5. Sunscreen, Lipstick, your Glasses 
6. Water bottles 
7. Medication (they’re susceptible to heat 

degradation 
8. Batteries, Crayons, Wine or Lighters 
9. Your Phone, CDs 
Most importantly:  Children and/or Pets  



1941 Navajo Circle, Abilene Tx 79602   



Resources, Answer Keys  

https://www.abilenempo.org/index.html   
https://abilenetx.gov/ 
Google.com 
Wikipedia.com 
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/fun/ 
https://www.printactivities.com 
https://www.englishwsheets.com/ 
https://www.abilenevisitors.com/events 
https://www.freshoffthegrid.com/shrimp-
 boil-foil-packets/ 
https://persialou.com 
https://www.ucf.edu/pegasus/pan-american-
 highway/ 
https://sofestive.com  holiday-list-2/ 
https://www.wittebros.com/2022/04/05/the-
history-of-the-tractor-trailer/ 
https://freightliner.com/why-freightliner/a-
tradition-of-innovation/background-a-
tradition-of-innovation/ 


